
Jennifer & Matthew



W e  b o t h  l e f t  l o n g  t e r m  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l
s w e e t h e a r t s  i n  o u t  m i d  2 0 ’ s  a n d  f o u n d  e a c h  o t h e r  a f t e r  t h a t  i n  2 0 2 0 .
M a t t  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  L A  a n d  I  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  N e w  Y o r k  w i t h  m y  m o m
w h i l e  i  f i n i s h e d  m y  d e g r e e .  O u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  f o r  a
y e a r  u n t i l  M a t t  m o v e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  a n d  w e  m o v e d  i n
t o g e t h e r  i n  N e w  J e r s e y .  I n  2 0 2 2  w e  e l o p e d  t o  g e t  M a t t  o n  m y  h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e  a n d  t h e n  w e  h a d  a  l a r g e r  w e d d i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n  a  y e a r  l a t e r
w i t h  a l l  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y .  O u r  s e c o n d  w e d d i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n  w a s
s o  s p e c i a l  f o r  u s ,  w e  w r o t e  o u r  o w n  v o w s  a n d  m y  b e s t  f r i e n d
o f f i c i a t e d  f o r  u s .  W e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e  a  h o m e  e n v i r o n m e n t
t h a t  i s  c a l m ,  w a r m ,  a n d  s a f e .  W e  d o n ’ t  b e l i e v e  i n  t e l l i n g  o r  r a i s i n g
o u r  v o i c e s  a t  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  w e  n a v i g a t e  l i f e  a s  a  t e a m .  
 

A B O U T  U S



I  h a v e  p o l y c y s t i c  o v a r i a n  s y n d r o m e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  a d v i s e d  t o  n o t
p u r s u e  p r e g n a n c y .  W e  d e c i d e d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t o  a d o p t ,  a n d  k n e w
w e  w o u l d  b e  a d o p t i n g  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
A d o p t i o n  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  c h o i c e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a  f a m i l y .  W e  s p e n t  t h e
l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  o f  o u r  2 0 ’ s  m a k i n g  s u r e  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r
o u r s e l v e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  b e f o r e  w e  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  c a r i n g  f o r
a  c h i l d .  I t  w a s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  t o  g o  i n t o  t h i s  f e e l i n g  c a p a b l e
o f  m e e t i n g  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  a  c h i l d  h a s  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  w e ’ v e  d o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o u p l e s
c o u n s e l i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  w e  f e l t  r e a d y .  
M a t t  a n d  I  b o t h  h a v e  a d o p t e d  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ,  a n d  h a v e  a l w a y s
v i e w e d  a d o p t i o n  a s  a  n e t  p o s i t i v e .  

O U R  A D O P T I O N  J O U R N E Y  S O  F A R . . .



W e  f i r s t  m e t  a t
c o l l e g e  i n  2 0 1 2
d u r i n g  f r e s h m a n  y e a r
–  E v e n  t h o u g h  w e
w e r e  b o t h  I l l u s t r a t i o n
m a j o r s ,  w e  d i d n ’ t
r e a l l y  t a l k  t o  e a c h
o t h e r  d u r i n g  s c h o o l .
I n  s p r i n g  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  w e
r e c o n n e c t e d  o v e r
s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  w e r e
s h o c k e d  a t  h o w  m u c h
w e  h a d  i n  c o m m o n
a n d  h o w  s i m i l a r  o u r
l i v e s  h a d  b e e n  s i n c e .
W e  t a l k e d  e v e r y  d a y
a n d  v i s i t e d  e a c h
o t h e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
n e x t  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f ,
u s u a l l y  f o r  2  w e e k s  o r
m o r e  a t  a  t i m e .
b e f o r e  w e  k n e w  i t ,  i t
w a s  f a l l  2 0 2 1  a n d  w e
w e r e  m o v i n g  i n
t o g e t h e r .

H O W  W E  M E T



W h a t  a t t r a c t e d  m e  t o  J e n
w a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  s h e  k n e w  w h a t  s h e
w a n t e d ,  a n d  d i d n ’ t  w a n t
i n  l i f e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h a v i n g
t h e  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e
s u r e  a b o u t  i t .  H a v i n g
s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i s
o b v i o u s l y  a  b i g  p l u s ,  b u t
i s n ’ t  a  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  a
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  l a s t .
B o t h  o f  u s  h a d  m o s t
r e c e n t l y  b e e n  i n  l o n g -
t e r m  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t
d i d n ’ t  w o r k  o u t ,  a n d
n e i t h e r  o f  u s  w a n t e d  t o
r e p e a t  t h a t .  O v e r  t i m e ,
w e  b u i l t  u p  a  s t r o n g
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  m u t u a l
e x p e r i e n c e / u n d e r s t a n d i n
g / t r u s t  f r o m  t a l k i n g
a b o u t  o u r  l i v e s .  T h i s  l e t
m e  k n o w  t h a t  J e n  w a s
s o m e o n e  I  c o u l d  b u i l d  a
l i f e  w i t h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n
j u s t  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h .

 M A T T  ( D E S C R I B I N G  J E N ) :  S M A R T ,  M A T U R E ,  L O V I N G ,
G L A M O R O U S ,  D R I V E N ,  S T R O N G

A B O U T  J E N



I  h a d  g o t t e n  a d v i c e  w h e n  I  w a s  d a t i n g  t o  l o o k  f o r  g r e e n  f l a g s  i n
p e o p l e  i n s t e a d  o f  r e d  f l a g s .  S o  t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  t r a i t s  I
w a n t e d  i n  a  p a r t n e r  i n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  d o d g e  r e d  f l a g s .  I  s a w
t h a t  M a t t  w a s  p a t i e n t  a n d  k i n d .  H e  l o v e d  a n i m a l s  a n d  e v e r y  a n i m a l  h e
e n c o u n t e r e d  h e  b e c a m e  t h a t  a n i m a l s  f a v o r i t e  p e r s o n .  H e  w a s  w a r m ,  h e
n e v e r  r a i s e d  h i s  v o i c e ,  h e  l i k e d  t o  c u d d l e  a n d  w a s  d o w n  f o r  a n y
a c t i v i t y  o r  m o v i e  o r  c r a f t  p r o j e c t  o r  h o b b y .  I n  t h e  m o r n i n g s  w h e n  h e
w o u l d  w a k e  u p  b e f o r e  m e  h e  a l w a y s  m a d e  s u r e  m y  f e e t  s t a y e d  t u c k e d
i n t o  t h e  b l a n k e t .  H i s  a r t  a n d  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  a r t  a n d  d e s i g n  a s  a
c r a f t  a l s o  s t o o d  o u t  t o  m e .  H e  h a s  a  l e v e l  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  g r o w i n g  a s
a n  a r t i s t  t h a t ’ s  e x t r e m e l y  a d m i r a b l e  a n d  w h e n  h e  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  t o
t h e r a p y  h e  s h o w e d  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o
g r o w i n g  a s  a  p e r s o n .  

A B O U T  M A T T
J E N  ( D E S C R I B I N G  M A T T ) :  M A T T  I S  A M B I T I O U S ,  G O A L

O R I E N T E D ,  K I N D ,  C O M P A S S I O N A T E ,  R E S P E C T F U L  



Fort Lee is a lively, diverse community with plenty of friendly people, unique
local businesses, and top level schools. In addition to its wealth of opportunities,

it also has multiple ways to get to NYC - either by car, ferry, or bus!

What do you think a child will most enjoy about your home?
 Probably the endless opportunities - meeting new people unique life

experiences, places to visit, things to do, etc.

Home Sweet Home
Safe, Cozy & Peaceful



W H A T  K I N D  O F  P A R E N T  D O  Y O U  T H I N K
Y O U R  P A R T N E R  W I L L  B E ?

M a t t :  I  t h i n k  J e n  w i l l
b e  a n  e x t r e m e l y
f o c u s e d  a n d  e n g a g e d
p a r e n t .  S h e  t r u l y
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m e e t i n g
a  c h i l d ’ s  n e e d s  o n
e v e r y  l e v e l .  P a r e n t i n g
i s  n o t  j u s t  m a k i n g
s u r e  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s
p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  a r e
m e t  ( f o o d ,  b a t h i n g ,
c l o t h i n g ,  e t c ) ,  b u t
a l s o  t h e  m e n t a l  &
e m o t i o n a l  n e e d s  a n d
h o w  t o  m e e t  t h e m .

J e n :  I  t h i n k  M a t t
w i l l  b e  a  v e r y
p a t i e n t  a n d  l e v e l
h e a d e d  p a r e n t .  M a t t
i s  v e r y  c a l m  a n d  I
c a n  s e e  h i m
m a n a g i n g  a  t a n t r u m
v e r y  w e l l  a n d
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e
t e e n a g e  y e a r s  w i t h
a  l o t  o f  p a t i e n c e
a n d  g r a c e .  



Favorite Hobbies

As trained artists & designers, we both enjoy creative endeavors - drawing, painting, crafts,
ceramics, etc. We also work in the fashion sphere, so we have a strong connection to that world as

well. Jen is highly interested in cooking and the culinary arts (making a point to cook dinner
every night and try me recipes all the time). Matt is also into physical fitness and works out

regularly (running, lifting, etc). He played soccer into high school and also was on the rowing
team. He has a strong love for games (sports, table games, video, etc) and game theory.  Travel is

also very important to us, providing unique opportunities to experience new things and meet
new people!  Music is a big part of our lives as well - both in seeing performances and discovering

new artists, but we also have experience as musicians, with Jen playing the guitar in school and
Matt playing the upright Bass & Bass Guitar from grade school through college. Jen also enjoys

different arts and crafts like needle point and other textile crafts. 



J e n :  M y  f a m i l y  i s  m y  a u n t ,  u n c l e ,  c o u s i n s ,  m o m ,  s t e p - d a d ,  d a d ,  a n d  e x
m o t h e r  i n  l a w .  W e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  e v e r y  h o l i d a y  a n d  f o r  e v e r y o n e ’ s
b i r t h d a y  a n d  e n j o y  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  t o g e t h e r ,  g o i n g  o u t  t o g e t h e r .  I  t h i n k
w h a t  m a k e s  u s  s p e c i a l  i s  h o w  c o n s i s t e n t l y  e v e r y o n e  s h o w s  u p  f o r  e a c h
o t h e r .  M y  f r i e n d s  a r e  M a r i s s a ,  M i k e ,  A n d r e w ,  K a t e - L y n n ,  M i c h e l l e ,  J o y ,
N a v i d ,  C h e l s e a  a n d  J D .  J o y ,  N a v i d ,  a n d  C h e l s e a  a n d  I  a l l  g r e w  u p  t o g e t h e r
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  I  m a d e  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  i n  c o l l e g e  o r  a t  w o r k .  I  t a l k  t o
t h e s e  p e o p l e  o n  a l m o s t  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t  f o r  e v e r y
b i g  m i l e s t o n e  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  

M a t t :  M y  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  i s  m y  M o m ,  D a d ,  B r o t h e r ,  a n d  S i s t e r .  I  t a l k
w i t h  t h e m  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  s e e  t h e m  a  f e w  t i m e s  a  y e a r ,  u s u a l l y  a t  f a m i l y
e v e n t s  a n d  h o l i d a y s ,  b u t  a l s o  a n y t i m e  t h e y ' r e  i n  t h e  N J / N Y C  a r e a .  
M y  f a m i l y ' s  p r e t t y  u n i q u e  -  w e  e n j o y  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  e a c h
m e m b e r  h a s  t h e i r  o w n  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  t o o !  
M y  f r i e n d  g r o u p  i s  a  m i x  o f  p e o p l e  I  m e t  i n  s c h o o l  ( e l e m e n t a r y  t h o u g h
c o l l e g e )  a n d  p e o p l e  I  m e t  t h r o u g h  w o r k ,  J e n ,  o r  o t h e r  f r i e n d s .  R e g a r d l e s s
o f  w h o  t h e y  a r e  o r  h o w  w e  m e t ,  w e  a l l  s h a r e  a  l o t  o f  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s ,
s u c h  a s  a r t  &  m u s i c ,  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r ,  l i f t i n g  ( o r  f i t n e s s  i n  g e n e r a l ) ,  a n d
p e r s o n a l i t y .

Friends and Family



We have two cats that are very bonded with each other and are getting a puppy this spring as well. Our
pets love people and other animals to play with. Agave is our first cat and he’s too smart for his own

good. He's playful and mischievous. Aloe, our second cat, is calm, sweet, and a little goofy. They are our
babies - getting pets meant making a commitment to care for them and give them the best life possible.
We care so much about their wellbeing and quality of life. It’s very important to us that they are treated
as full, autonomous, living creatures and not simply there for our enjoyment.  We play with them and

spoil them with treats and cuddle while we watch TV and sleep and listen to podcasts. 

Agave & Aloe



Religion & Faith
We have a very multicultural family, my dad is Puerto Rican and catholic, Matt’s family is
catholic, and my mom and her family are Jewish. I was raised Jewish and Matt was raised
catholic but we have made the choice to be Jewish and Matt is converting to Judaism. For me,
Judaism is part of my ethnicity and culture so the practice is much more about keeping the
culture alive and passed to the next generation than it is spiritual. We want to raise our child
with a mix of the Jewish culture, their own birth culture, while also encouraging them to
explore whatever they personally connect to. 



Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, and Christmas. 
All of those holidays are spent with family
and friends, as well as meals and gift
giving for the winter holidays.
We have a gathering of family and friends
- usually a nice meal with a fun dessert,
and celebrating the person/events/etc and
having a great time! There's always gifts
for birthdays, but other things like
anniversaries, accomplishments, etc too.

On Thanksgiving, we get up early and
watch the Macy's parade on tv in our
pajamas until one (or both of us) fall
asleep on the couch.
For Passover, the dinner ceremony (Seder)
has a reputation of being quite long, about
4 hours if done the right way. To keep
things more timely, we use an abridged
version of the prayer book from Jen and
her cousin's childhood - It's a bit of an in-
joke with the family. It keeps things closer
to ~30 minutes while retaining the core
story and message, so it makes things
easier.

Traditions and Celebrations 



We will provide a safe, loving home for their
child, and that we want them to be as involved in
the life of the child as they wish - we want them

to know who and where they came from.
We think that adoption is a healthy solution to a
common but confounding problem. We know

that the decision is never easy for the birth
parent(s), if it is a decision at all, and our primary

focus is to make sure that our adopted child
receives all the love, care, and attention that they
need - but also the same amount that they would
in any other circumstance. We want to make sure

to provide a life that they can look back on
without feeling confusion, negativity, or as

though they “missed out”. 
We look at it as expanding a family rather than

transposing one! And as the adoptive parents, we
look at it as the greatest gift we could ever

receive. Matt’s cousins were adopted into their
family and Jen’s cousin was adopted out of her
family and everyone involved has had a very

positive experience with and view of adoption.
Although we know that adoption can bring

complicated feelings for the adoptee, we’re ready
to support them through that.  We will be honest,

informative, supportive, and forthcoming with
information while making sure they have all the

resources they need to navigate the life of an
adoptee in a safe and welcoming way.  We will

never keep secrets from them and always make
sure they know that our love for them has no

boundaries or limits.

Feelings about Adoption & Openness



We will approach our child with
curiosity, kindness, and patience.
Our job is to guide them, not
control them. 
 
No matter how old they are, we will
always be there for them with kind
words, a listening ear, a home
cooked meal, and a warm bed.

We will make sure they are
connected to their roots and
background. While we want to
include them in our culture and
traditions, we also want them to
have a strong and independent
sense of identity, where they can
feel pride in where they come from. 

Your level of involvement in our
child's life is as much as you want it
to be.

We will always speak positively of
you to our child. We have no desire
to erase or diminish where they
come from.
 
Our child will never be made to feel
ashamed, othered, or “less than” for
who they are or the circumstances
of their birth.

Our Promises to You



Thank you


